
Villgro Innovations Foundation

Research Associate

SGB Evidence Fund

Villgro Innovations Foundation is looking for a highly motivated and passionate research

associate to work on a one of its kind experimental research study on impact measurement of

small and growing businesses (SGBs) across India. The candidate will play a pivotal role and

work with Villgro and its research partner, The University of Chicago Booth School of Business,

on research design, data collection, analysis, and providing support with overall project

implementation. This role will be based remotely and will involve full-time engagement for the

candidate to work within the team. The expected timeline of engagement for this project is a

minimum of 1 year (extendable upto Jan 2024 based on project progress).

Career Stage and Experience

1. Early career professional

2. Experienced professional looking to enter the startup/non-profit/research ecosystem

3. Economics/Social Science/Management student from a reputed school

Must-have Skills

➢ Possesses strong quantitative data analysis skills (proficiency in any data/statistical tools is a

plus)

➢ Possesses good qualitative data analysis skills

➢ Is experienced with designing and executing research studies

➢ Has strong interpersonal and communication skills; is confident to engage with senior

management and Indian entrepreneurs comfortably

Roles and responsibilities:

1. Primary Research: survey design, data collection
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2. Secondary research: on impact measurement and management and training best

practices among SGBs in India and globally

3. Data Analysis: of quantitative and qualitative data wherever necessary

4. Program implementation: support and monitor engagements with external research

partners, survey agency, and any other stakeholders

5. Data communication: support other teams with understanding the data and insights

generated in order to enable effective data communication

6. Provide any other support or inputs for key activities relating to the research including

the program design, facilitation, and analysis

You would make a great fit, if:

1. Have demonstrable interest and passion for learning more about the startup ecosystem In

India, conducting research in impact investing, and impact measurement

2. Have excellent attention to detail

3. Have excellent analytical and organizational skills, and are comfortable working

across varied data sets

4. Have the ability to prioritize and manage your time effectively

5. Possess either a Bachelors/Masters degree with preferred specialization in either of the

following- Economics/Social Science/Business/Entrepreneurship

6. Have a  minimum 1-2 years of work experience in the relevant field(s)

What’s in for you:

Investors and firms face uncertainty over how to measure and manage impact, an uncertainty

that introduces severe challenges when trying to evaluate the growth of firms in low-income

countries across both financial and impact metrics. Through this project, Villgro and Chicago

Booth aim to run a large-scale causal examination of impact management and measurement

(IMM) practices in Low Income Countries (LICs). The project will take advantage of a rich dataset

on the workforce, financials, and business details of revenue-generating SGBs. You will get the

opportunity to work on path breaking research with some of the leaders in this space.

1. Experience working on developing and improving social impact measurement standards

and practices

2. Experience how data is made actionable and utilized to derive insights

3. Hands on experience with running a large-scale RCT
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4. Discover how impact measurement frameworks function across early-stage social

enterprises, inform investment, and influence other aspects of business growth

Compensation: between 5-6.2 LPA depending on skills and experience

How to apply: Fill in Villgro’s Centralized Application Form. Villgro alumni have gone on to found

social businesses, study at Ivy League and Indian B Schools and public policy institutes, but most

importantly - they have become voices of change. We are committed to providing the same

exposure, learnings and experiences to help you shape your next big career move. Most of

these will begin with some chai-coffee on our beautiful office terrace in Bangalore, or at the

heart of startup hustle at the IIT Madras Research Park in Chennai.

But remember, these are just the contours of the role as we have envisaged it. We would love to

have you expand its boundaries and take on more.

Apply to this role by Filling this Form. We look forward to hearing from you!

About us:

Villgro is India's foremost and one of the world's largest social enterprise incubators. Established

in 2001, Villgro’s mission is to make innovative, impactful businesses succeed in Health,

Agribusiness, and Climate Action. Since 2001, Villgro has supported 340 social enterprises that

have raised over INR 4.28 billion in investments, created 5646 jobs and impacted over 20.8

million lives. Villgro was recognised as the “Top Incubator” in India by Invest India (DPIIT, GoI) in

2020. Villgro fosters an open culture where each member is encouraged to express his/her/their

views and opinions. We are a small, but highly committed team and we thrive on collaboration.

We are an equal opportunity employer and extremely committed to fostering workplace equity.

Villgro has won the prestigious DivHersity Awards 2022 as recognition for this!

An ideal candidate will resonate strongly with one or more of the following values.

● Empathetic: We walk in the shoes of our entrepreneurs and partners

● Bold: We embrace uncertainty, ambition, and believe in limitless possibilities

● Entrepreneurial: We take initiative and capitalize on opportunities

● Demonstrating Integrity: We are transparent, candid, and honest in our dealings

In case of any queries, please write to us at info@villgro.org

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfLQb8v34NWZuJG10T7Td-21j7cQw20z6naEPeScYUOKf718w/viewform
mailto:info@villgro.org

