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Villgro is India’s oldest and one 

of the world’s largest social 

enterprise incubators. Established 

in 2001, Villgro creates impactful, 

innovative and successful 

enterprises that have an impact 

on the lives of the poor. Villgro has 

supported 126+ social enterprises 

that have raised over $1270 

Million in investments, to create 

more than 4,000 jobs and impact 

over 15 Million lives. Apart from 

India, Villgro also supports social 

enterprises in Kenya, Philippines 

and Vietnam.

OUR MISSION

We create impactful, innovative, and successful enterprises!

BOLD

We embrace 

uncertainty, ambition 

and believe in 

possibilities.

ENTREPRENEURIAL

We take initiative

and capitalizeon

opportunities. 

IMPECCABLE

INTEGRITY

We maintain

confidentiality while 

being transparent

in our dealings.

EMPATHETIC

 We are customer 

centric, humble and 

committed to helping 

entrepreneurs.

OUR VALUES



5

HIGHLIGHTS OF
THE YEAR

02



6

• 25 social enterprises 

supported in 2017-18

• 6 new companies added to 

the portfolio:

Janitri Innovations

Promorph

Blackboard Radio

MadGuy Labs

Farm Harvest

5C Networks

• 6 graduations from portfolio:

     Windmill Health

      BIRAC Fellow (Shivi Kapil)

     BIRAC Fellow (Ria Das)

     Ignus

     iTeach

     Adhyayan

• 29 Speaker Series conducted in 6 

cities with 1170 participants.

• Prominent Events with Best-selling 

Author Rashmi Bansal, Jennifer Iannolo 

- Founder of the Concordia Project, 

Jocelyn Wyatt – Founder of IDEO.

org and Dr. Kiran Mazumdar Shaw - 

Chairman & MD of Biocon Limited 

• Launched iPitch - Investment for Impact 

- a national hunt for entrepreneurs 

with Seed Investment of INR 15 Million 

available for entrepreneurs.

• Received 977 applications as part 

of iPitch - Investment for Impact and 

issued Letters of Interest to 9 social 

enterprises for INR 21 Million.

• As part of Phase II of iPitch, Speaker 

Series were held across 12 cities 

in January on the topic - Social 

Entrepreneurship: Making it big and 

Impactful, with a reach of 70,000+ in a 

span of 10 days

• 3 national Unconventions hosted 

- Education|Unconvention, 

Agribusiness|Unconvention and  Health| 

Unconvention with 640+ attendees

25 New
Enterprises

6 New
Companies

29 Speaker 
Series in
6 cities

INCUBATION
UNCONVENTION
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• 5 new mentors onboarded, 

and brought in stronger 

review, value-add tracking 

and mentor engagement 

processes.

• 4 new service providers 

added

More than 590 applications 

received by the 4 INVENT 

incubators. More than 128 social 

enterprises taken up for detailed 

due diligence by the 4 incubators. 

Villgro has handheld the incubators 

in due diligence of some of the 

shortlisted social enterprises to 

develop the capacities of the 

INVENT teams of the incubators. 

75 social enterprises approved 

by EICs of the incubators for 

incubation support, out of which 

52 companies received their first 

tranche of funding

5 Mentors
4 New
Service

Providers

More than 
128 Social

Enterprises

INVENT
MENTORING

& TAP
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MAHANTESH - Vegetable farmer, 

Karnataka

Water wastage during irrigation is 

one of the main causes of water 

shortage, and nobody knew this 

more than Mahantesh. Being a 

farmer all his life, he would pay a lot 

of money to hire skilled labourers just 

to control the irrigation. “Ever since 

we started using Flybird motors, 

time-based irrigation has become 

a lot easier. If I want to irrigate for 

twenty minutes, the motor is set 

and automatically switches off in 

exact twenty minutes – ensuring 

no precious water is wasted. I can 

also control the soil humidity level 

according to the individual crop 

needs, and that gives me greater 

control on my agri produce planning. 

Flybird has changed the way we 

irrigate.” Mahantesh says.

Fr. CRISPINO - Principal

St. Dominic Savio High School 

(Adhyayan has been working very 

closely with St. Dominic Savio High 

School to re-examine its system in 

key areas) 

“Having the Adhyayan team 

here at St. Dominic Savio High 

School has been an educative and 

positive experience. We felt that 

unlike the conventionally known 

Quality Education Standards, their 

methods of reviewing were not 

just structured and scientific, but 

impressively bi-functional, that gave 

an external expert perspective of 

the institutions while also training 

our school team with the same skills 

of analysis and introspection. This 

allowed for true growth. The review 

was mistake proof, with the internal 

review being cross-checked by the 

external and the school tailoring 

its own POA with the structured 

format and able-guidance provided 

by Adhyayan. We appreciate the 

Flybird Innovations

Adhyayan

Ever since we 
started using 
Flybird motors, 
time-based 
irrigation has 
become a lot 
easier.

We appreciate 
the warmth 
and dedication 
shown by the 
Adhyayan team 
towards the 
growth of our 
school.warmth and dedication shown by the 

Adhyayan team towards the growth 

of our school.” – says Fr. Crispino.
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 G H. Pavagada Staff Nurse

Tumkur District, Karnataka 

Pavagada started working in the 

medical centre of Tumkur in 2010. 

The service staff was extremely 

small and she ended up looking 

after a lot of labour cases. She would 

fill the partographs and admission 

register on patient admission and 

case sheets, discharge register 

and slips on patient discharge. 

When it came to referral cases, her 

day would demand much more 

data entry driven work. Her days 

would be full of manual work and 

she would often struggle with it 

because the possibility of errors was 

huge. Pavagada’s work days literally 

transformed when Daksh was 

introduced in the medical center. 

“Now we don’t need any admission 

Janitri

Now we don’t need any admission 
or discharge registers. Instead, we 
directly enter the patient details into 
the tablet.

or discharge registers. Instead, we 

directly enter the patient details 

into the tablet. The pantograph is 

generated automatically and saves 

my time. In case of Bradycardia or 

Tachycardia, I can look at the auto-

generated sheet very quickly. The 

tablet rings an alarm every thirty 

minutes to check foetal heart rate. 

My workload has reduced as it gives 

me reminders to entre data. If the 

gynaecologist is in a meeting or 

on leave, the data in the tablet can 

be viewed on the doctors’ phone 

as well. The doctor can remotely 

instruct me for any intervention or 

referral.” – says Pavagada.
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Established in 2009, Unconvention 

is a platform that focuses on 

inspiring, discovering and nurturing 

social enterprises. In 2017-18, Villgro 

conducted national Unconvention 

events in three sectors of education, 

agriculture, and health.

Education | Unconvention was 

attended by 211 participants.

The key speakers were • DEBASISH 

MITTER -Director, Michael & Susan 

Dell Foundation; ASHOK REDDY - 

Co-Founder & Managing Director, 

TeamLease; MEKIN MAHESHWARI 

– Former CPO, Flipkart & Founder, 

Udhyam Learning Foundation; and DR. 

Summary

 In 2017-18, Villgro conducted national 

Unconvention events in three sectors 

of education, agriculture, and health.

RUKMINI BANERJI - CEO, Pratham. 

Agribusiness | Unconvention was 

attended by 212 participants.

The key speakers were - GEORGE 

THOMAS - CEO, CapAleph 

Advisors; HEMENDRA MATHUR – 

Venture Partner, Bharat Innovations 

Fund; MARK KAHN - Co-Founder, 

Omnivore; and S NAGARAJAN - 

Former CEO, Mother Dairy

Health | Unconvention was 

attended by 218 participants. 

The key speakers were: ANAND 

BANG – Health Advisor, TATA 

Trusts; SATYA DASH – Director, 

PATH; PVM RAO - Head Dept. 

of Design, IIT Delhi; and RAVI 

KAUSHIK - Country Business 

Director (Diabetes), Medtronic. 
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Over 29 events were held in Chennai, Pune, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Kochi, and Ahmedabad. These events had 

1170 participants. Aimed at early stage entrepreneurs, the speaker series sessions focussed on functional topics, 

interspersed with sessions on agriculture, healthcare, and education. Some of these events were organized at a 

bigger scale - Elevated Speaker Series. Here are the four ESS:

“Leapfrogging Healthcare Delivery 

through medtech” - Dr. Kiran 

Mazumdar Shaw, Chairman & 

Managing Director of Biocon 

Limited, addressed an audience 

of 116 participants in Bangalore, 

speaking about the need for 

affordable drugs in less-wealthy 

countries and how to develop cost-

effective lower-cost alternatives.

“An Afternoon with Rashmi Bansal” 

- Author Rashmi Bansal addressed 

an audience of over 95 participants 

in Hyderabad. She discussed some 

of the most pressing questions 

surrounding the emerging space 

of social entrepreneurship such 

as the growing trend towards a 

greater number of mission-driven 

companies, the merit in hybrid 

business models and the evolution 

of impact investing.

“Are you a Leader or Task Manager” 

- Jennifer Iannolo, Founder of the 

Concordia Project, where she spoke 

about the importance of leadership 

in entrepreneurial teams and how 

dynamic founders must re-examine 

their approach to creating and 

leading teams effectively

“Human-Centered Design for 

Social Innovation” - Jocelyn 

Wyatt, Executive Director of IDEO.

org, spoke at our Delhi forum, 

emphasizing the need to address 

poverty-related challenges through 

design and to encourage the use of 

human-centered innovation in the 

social sector.

Speaker Series
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Speaker Series Summary Sheet

CITY THEME

CHENNAI
• Role of founders in building an organisation

• Can we make money and impact the poor?

• Impact Investing: Opportunities and Challenges

• Understanding Term Sheets from an Impact Investor

• Innovating Affordable Products for the Indian Farmer

• Designing educational products for better language absorption in 

Affordable Privat Schools

HYDERABAD
• Introduction to Business Model Canvas

• Business Planning and Financial Modelling for Social enterprises

• An Afternoon with Rashmi Bansal

• Are you a Leader or a Task Manager?

• Corporate Governance for Startups

BANGALORE
• What is a Business Model Canvas?

• Raising capital for Agri Social Enterprises.

• Leapfrogging healthcare delivery through medTech

• The Importance of a Co-Founder - Finding and maintaining the most 

important relationship in a startup

• Driving Teacher Adoption

AHMEDABAD
• Business Planning & Financial modelling

• Investing in Impact

• Challenges in creating an educational enterprise

• Building a team for your startup

KOCHI
• Social Entrepreneurship - A need of today

• How to build your organisation and role of founders

• How to build a human centered design for social innovation
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• Business Planning & Financial modelling for Social enterprises

• Create or Modify your legal entity

• Social enterprise marketing

• Conceiving and Scaling up a Social enterprise

• Agri Start up meet, Trivandrum – Support Role

• TieCon – Support role

• Conceiving and Scaling up a Social enterprise

• Social Entrepreneurship: Making it Big & Impactful

• Agri Business/Unconvention

PUNE
• IMaking social entrepreneurship relevant and fun

• Problem Mapping

• User Research: Transforming a start-up idea into a viable product

• Ikigai of innovation for social enterprises

• Lean & very lean methodology of building social enterprise

• Building a team for a social enterprise
 
• Impact Measurement and assessment

• Making it big and impactful

CHENNAI 

HYDERABAD 

BANGALORE

AHMEDABAD

KOCHI

PUNE

BHUBANESWAR

KANPUR

DELHI
KOLKATA 
JAIPUR
MUMBAI

•Social Entrepreneurship: Making it Big and Impactful
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An Investment for Impact with 5 Investment Partners - KIIT Bhubaneswar, IIM Calcutta, IIT Kanpur Venture Centre, 

Start-up Oasis, Jaipur was conducted by Villgro in the year 2017-18. Under iPitch, we invested INR 21 Million in 9 

Enterprises. Out of these, 4 were Healthcare companies, 3 Education companies, and 2 Agribusiness companies.

The iPitch Program partnered with  82 organizations  for outreach, deal-share, marketing, 

logistics and venue.
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25 social enterprises were supported, out of which 6 exited during 
FY 2017-18.

No. Enterprise Sector Satus

 01. OmiX Research and 
Diagnostics Laboratories

Health Current

02. Nayam Innovations Health Current

03. Aindra Systems Health Current

04. Bempu Health Health Current

05. Windmill Health Technologies Health Exited

06. OneBreath Health Exited

07. BIRAC Fellow (Shivi Kapil) Health Exited

08. BIRAC Fellow (Ria Das) Health Exited

09. Janitri Innovations Health Current

10. Yostra Labs Health Current

11. Adiuvo Labs Health Current

12. Spot Health Health Current

13. Kamal Kisan Agriculture Current

14. Flybird Farm Innovations Agriculture Current

15. GoMacRob Agriculture Current

16. Ignus Education Exited

17. SkillTrain Training & 
Consultancy

Skills Training Current

18. iTeach Education Exited

19. Adhyayan Education Exited
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No. Enterprise Sector Satus

20. Artoo IT Solutions Financial Inclusion Current

21. Farm Harvest Agriculture Current

22. Promorph Education Current

23. Blackboard Radio Education Current

24. MadGuy Labs Education Current

25. 5C Networks Health Exited
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INNOVATION
Ignus provides students in Tier 

2 and Tier 3 towns in India with 

technology-enabled, high-quality 

coaching and academic support 

needed for IIT-JEE, CET, and other 

competitive examinations.

SOCIAL IMPACT
Students from non-Tier-1 cities who 

want to pursue higher education 

at some of India’s premier colleges 

often do not have access to high-

quality coaching centers in their 

cities and towns. Students either 

migrate to other cities, incurring 

Website : http://ignus.in/

Entrepreneur : Mervin Rosario

higher costs, or opt not to take 

these entrance examinations. This 

means talented students across 

the country are losing out on the 

opportunity to study in India’s best 

colleges. At Ignus, the aim is to 

identify and hone talent in non-

tier 1 cities by removing barriers in 

the availability of quality coaching 

and preparation for competitive 

examinations through technology 

and pedagogical innovations. The 

enterprise is currently operational in 

Karnataka and will deepen its impact 

within the state before expanding to 

other locations.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro worked with Ignus 

to iterate over the product 

development stages while 

unfolding the marketing and 

business development strategies. 

It also helped the enterprise in 

creating dashboards and MIS 

trackers for marketing activities. 

Villgro focused on exploring the 

franchise business model strategy 

and assisted the entrepreneur in 

exploring CSR and funding options 

for student activities.
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INNOVATION
Vocational training for rural 

youth through a combination of 

mobile-based training modules, 

certification, practical training, 

and placement.

SOCIAL IMPACT
SkillTrain provides web-based 

and mobile-based vocational 

training to rural unemployed 

youth with the objective of 

preparing them for jobs or self-

employment. It will provide 

audio, video, and simulation-

Website : http://www.skilltrain.in/

Entrepreneur : B. Ganesh

based learning material for learners 

to understand and practice 

vocational skills. This enterprise 

will benefit rural unemployed 

youth and school drop-outs. 

It enables vocational training, 

certification, skilled employment 

and self-employment for the 

learners. It aims to bridge the gap 

between the 15 million youth who 

drop out of schools each year and 

the projected need for nearly 150 

million skilled employees in India 

by 2020.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro helped the enterprise 

by seeding the app-launch 

strategies and then traversing 

through the marketing strategies 

for it. It also helped the organization 

in raising INR 7,56,360 funding from 

Mphasis and about INR 19, 00,000  

grant from BCG  as part of their 

CSR to seed fund and incubate 

itself. Villgro assisted the enterprise 

in exploring the additional revenue 

streams from the YouTube content.
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INNOVATION
A one-year programme for 

fresh teaching graduates that 

provides them with ongoing in-

service training and professional 

development opportunities 

while placed at affordable 

private schools.

SOCIAL IMPACT
One of the main reasons for 

low student learning outcomes 

is the lack of high-quality, 

continuously trained teachers, 

which in turn affects the 

students’ academic outcomes. 

Website : http://www.iteach.co.in/

Entrepreneur : Soumya Jain &

Prashant Mehrishi

iTeach has created a system of 

on-going training and support 

for teachers through its one-

year iTeach fellowship which 

includes a pre-service training 

academy, 90 hours of on-

going training through the year 

and a system of rewards and 

recognition . Participants in the 

iTeach Fellowship are placed 

in affordable private schools, 

thereby working with students 

from low-income families.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro provided the enterprises a 

funding of INR 7,00,000 while 

advising alongside in program 

structure design. Furthermore, 

the organization also raised 

grant funds of INR 2.3 Mn from 

Central Square Foundation with 

assistance and support from 

Villgro.
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Website : http://adhyayan.asia/site/

Entrepreneur : Kavita Anand &

Spokey Wheeler

INNOVATION
Adhyayan works to improve the 

quality of leadership and learning 

in schools in India by offering key 

services to schools: (1) Adhyayan 

quality standard (AQS) that helps 

schools measure themselves 

against national and international 

standards (2) School self-review 

and evaluation (SSRE) (3) School 

improvement support training 

(ASIST). The Adhyayan solution 

is innovative in that, rather 

than working as consultants, 

the team creates a cadre of 

internal change agents who then 

work consistently and regularly 

on school improvement in an 

independent fashion.

SOCIAL IMPACT
Schools do not have a mechanism 

through which multiple 

stakeholders (principals, teachers, 

parents, and students) can assess 

the current performance of the 

school against a standard rubric. 

Without knowing where the school 

stands on a variety of parameters, 

it is difficult for the school to 

course correct which includes 

training, resource allocation, and 

process changes. The school 

assessment process allows 

school management and key 

stakeholders to be aware of the 

current state of affairs within the 

school based on 6 key themes. 

By having a clear analysis of what 

needs to change, schools can 

prioritize the most significant 

and resource efficient way of 

improving student learning 

outcomes. Schools will complete 

an assessment every two years 

so they can track progress over 

time and test effectiveness of 

interventions that have been 
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carried out. So far,

• Over 285 schools in 23 

states have gone through the 

assessment process and have 

been rated against the state, 

national and international 

standards.

• Over 3,300 school stakeholders 

have stakeholders have been 

trained in school self-review; 

150+ school leaders and teachers 

are certifying themselves as 

Adhyayan assessors for self-

review. Of the schools that 

have undertaken second round 

reviews (which takes place after 

2 years of the first review), 40% 

showed an improvement in the 

level of award received and 80% 

showed a 10-point progression in 

the KPA – Teaching, and Learning, 

which focuses on the impact of 

teaching and learning in schools.

• Over 3, 00,000 students impacted 

because of the assessment

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro helped the enterprise by 

providing INR 2,168,500 as seed 

funding, while alongside helping in 

raising CSR funding of INR 1,08,800 

through Villgro networks. It also aided 

the enterprise by developing sales 

strategies and the processes. MIS 

dashboards are also being created 

with assistance from Villgro. To 

identify the top challenge areas, a 

Diagnostic Panel was held. Villgro 

introduced and connected the 

enterprise to TAP providers for 

financial audit, legal structures, and 

HR compliance.
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Website : http://www.omixdx.com/

Entrepreneur : Sudeshna Adak & 

Abhinanda Sarkar

INNOVATION
Cost-effective DNA testing for 

pathogens, outside of laboratory 

settings for accurate and early 

diagnosis and treatment of 

infectious diseases.

SOCIAL IMPACT
Infectious diseases constitute 

nearly 50% of the disease burden 

in India and much higher than 50% 

for the poor and in children under 

the age of 5. Delay in the diagnosis 

and late or inappropriate treatment 

increases the risk of complications, 

higher morbidity, and mortality 

and increased the cost to the 

patient. Keeping in mind the 

paucity of primary health centers, 

as well as the lack of awareness 

of local medical officers with the 

wide range of infectious diseases 

prevalent in regions, OmiX labs 

offers a more efficient method of 

DNA testing for detecting disease.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro helped the enterprise 

by providing a funding of INR 

2,500,000 and a clear definition 

of Minimum Viable Product. It also 

helped Omix with TAP – in getting 

reimbursements for IP support 

and access to Malaria sample 

repository. Alongside, Villgro also 

recommended Omix to Grand 

Challenges Exploration & NESTA 

Longevity Awards, with Omix 

winning both amounting to a total 

of INR 6.6 Mn.
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Website:    http://www.bempu.com/
Entrepreneur: Ratul Narain

INNOVATION
A low-cost infant temperature 

monitoring device that will im-

prove detection of both hypother-

mia and infections, and alert the 

mother or other caretakers of the 

condition so that corrective action 

can be taken.

SOCIAL IMPACT
In India, hypothermia and infec-

tions are a major cause of infant 

mortality and can have serious 

complications even if the infant 

survives. Regular temperature 

monitoring can enable early inter-

vention. However, seemingly sim-

ple temperature monitoring often 

goes overlooked in areas where 

nurses are few and parents are un-

educated. Bempu has developed 

an intuitive neonatal temperature 

monitoring bracelet that empow-

ers mothers or other caretakers 

to better manage their newborn’s 

temperature and be alerted in 

case of these conditions thereby 

preventing such death and illness.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro provided hands-on 

support with budgeting and 

fundraising plan. It helped the 

enterprise with participation and 

guidance in initial design review 

for CE certification process. 

One of the Villgro Fellows also 

transitioned to a full-time role to 

lead private sales efforts. Villgro 

supported in the creation of Sales 

dashboard, as well as developed 

a diagnostic panel focusing on 

sales strategy and next products. 

It also utilized the TAP support 

for HR and accounting.
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Website:http://nayaminnovations.com/

Entrepreneur: Tanuj Gigras

INNOVATION
An innovative intra-ocular lens 

that treats cataract and its 

post-surgical refractive error 

complications, giving better 

outcomes at a tenth of the 

cost to low and middle-income 

populations in India and other 

parts of the world.

SOCIAL IMPACT
Every year, more than 20 

million cataract surgeries 

happen in the world, of which 

about 6.5 million happen in 

India. By 2020 this number will 

go up to 32 million and 8 million 

respectively. Cataract surgery 

often leaves patients with sub-

optimal vision and dependent 

on spectacles or having to 

resort to more expensive 

corrective technology. For the 

poor in India, both options are 

not feasible. Vision impairment 

and poverty are inextricably 

linked. In resource-poor 

settings, it determines one’s 

prospects for education, 

employment, and dignity of 

life. For the poor in India, poor 

vision means low productivity 

and loss of daily wage.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro supported the 

enterprise in moving closer to 

a manufacturing partnership 

with Auro Labs, while also 

bringing in greater corporate 

governance by systematising 

board meetings.
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Website:     http://www.aindra.in/
Entrepreneur: Adarsh Natarajan

INNOVATION
Affordable, point-of-sam-

ple collection cervical cancer 

screening device.

SOCIAL IMPACT
One Indian woman dies of cervical 

cancer every 7 minutes. Cervical 

cancer results in nearly a third 

of the total global deaths and 

approximately 330 million Indian 

women are at risk of developing 

cervical cancer. Women need to 

be screened regularly to detect 

and treat cervical cancer at the 

right stage. By reducing the cost 

of the device, and providing point-

of-care detection and triaging, the 

enterprise will significantly reduce 

the incidence of cervical cancer, 

especially for women from low-

income communities.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro provided TAP funding of 

INR 3,58,840 to the enterprise 

while alongside assisting it in 

partnering with alternate image 

acquisition device partners (Lou 

Augusto and Dr. Sai) through the 

Villgro network.
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Website:http://windmillhealth.
weebly.com/

Entrepreneur : Avijit Bansal

INNOVATION
NeoBreathe, an integrated 

neonatal resuscitation device that 

is easy-to-use is designed to be 

suitable for field conditions. This 

device will help frontline health 

workers to resuscitate newborns 

effectively.

SOCIAL IMPACT
6 million children across the globe 

suffer from birth asphyxia each 

year. While 40% of all deaths 

under the age of five years occur 

in the first month, 23% of these 

are because of birth asphyxia, 

and up to 86% of these deaths are 

preventable by basic resuscitation. 

Primary healthcare workers find 

resuscitation too complicated 

to perform and refer babies with 

asphyxia to bigger hospitals, 

resulting in loss of time and often 

lives. The existing intervention is 

aimed at training health workers 

rather than innovation around the 

device. NeoBreathe is an easy-

to-use device aimed at neonatal 

resuscitation, which reduces 

training requirement, empowers 

workers and widens the safety net 

for newborns.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro guided the entrepreneur 

from the idea stage to 

commercialization stage by 

advising on product development, 

in-house vs outsourcing strategy, 

team development, distribution 

network challenges and contacts, 

licensing partner strategy.
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INNOVATION
One Breath’s portable ventilator 

provides the functionality and 

performance of current market 

leaders, enhances reliability, 

ease of use, and markedly 

reduces overall cost.

SOCIAL IMPACT
Respiratory illness is a leading 

cause of hospitalization and 

death in developing nations. 

Each year thousands of 

patients die because of lack 

of early access to mechanical 

ventilation. Based on the 

current ratio, India’s shortage 

of bed-to-ventilator is over 1 

million devices. New machines 

cost over INR 12, 00,000 

approx. and are often too 

complex and fragile for use 

in harsh rural environments. 

OneBreath is developing an 

innovative low-cost mechanical 

ventilator to improve acute 

ICU care for patients across 

poor communities. With 

its low-cost and portable 

device, OneBreath aims to 

make ventilators accessible 

in Tier-2 and Tier-3 town and 

district hospitals. The device 

provides the functionality and 

performance of current market 

leaders and has ease of use. 

It incorporates features that 

make it usable by clinicians and 

para-clinicians in low-resource 

healthcare environments, thus 

creating greater access for 

millions

Website : http://www.onebreath

ventilators.com/

Entrepreneur : Avijit Bansal
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INNOVATION
Low cost, non-invasive, point 

of care diagnostic device to 

detect early onset of neonatal 

sepsis through saliva sample.

SOCIAL IMPACT
According to the Neonatal 

and perinatal database (2002-

2003), an incidence of neonatal 

sepsis is around 30/1000 live 

births. 23% of the neonatal 

deaths can be attributed to 

sepsis or other severe infections. 

More than a million neonatal 

deaths (annually) happen 

due to infections leading to 

systemic inflammatory response 

syndrome (SIRS). The problem 

grows more severe each year 

due to growing burden of 

antimicrobial resistance and 

high-risk factors of preterm 

birth, a low birth weight 

associated with low resource 

settings and communities.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro provided them a funding 

of INR 2,000,000, outlined 

a 12-month plan to MVP, and 

also facilitated inputs from a 

prominent neonatologist at 

Christian Medical College, Vellore 

to define the MVP features.

Website : http://villgro.org/spot-

healthcare-solutions/

Entrepreneur : Amrita Sukrity
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INNOVATION
1. Sparsh – A tool for diagnosing 

diabetic peripheral neuropathy. 

The tool will de-skill the process 

of capturing data and increases 

quantification, enabling better 

diagnosis.

2. Kadam – A tool for the 

treatment of diabetic foot ulcers. 

Speeds wound healing at a 

fraction of the cost of and are 

much more portable than existing 

alternatives, such as hyperbaric 

oxygen therapy.

SOCIAL IMPACT
India is home to approximately 

70 million diabetics and this 

number is rapidly rising. Diabetic 

peripheral neuropathy affects 30% 

of diabetics, while approximately 

15% of diabetics develop foot 

ulcers. Both affect India’s poor on 

par with the rich and diagnosis and 

treatment are very limited in rural 

areas. Left unchecked the ulcers 

can lead to amputations which 

significantly impact livelihoods 

and quality of life.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro provided funding through 

TAP. To structure key product 

requirements for both products, 

a design review was held. Villgro 

also assisted in holding the first 

diagnostic panel to define key 

customer requirements and 

clinical validation strategy.

Website : http://www.yostra.com/

Entrepreneur : Vinayak Nandalike
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INNOVATION
1. Skin scope - a non-invasive and 
portable device that can detect 
pathogen presence on the skin and 
soft tissue infections, within two 
minutes using multi-wavelength 
fluorescence spectroscopy 
combined with advanced image 
processing and machine learning 
techniques. The device can also 
classify pathogens species and 
in future has the potential to 
quantify the level of pathogenic 
load on the wound and, hence, 
can be an effective diagnostic aid 
to the doctors in prescribing the 
right medical treatment.
2. Portable Fluorescence Reader – 
This product can work with a vari-
ety of tests to provide an accurate 
readout in low resource settings. 
The initial use case is the detec-
tion of Neisseria and Chlamydia.

SOCIAL IMPACT
Skin and wound infections 
disproportionately affect the 
poor, though data about the ex-
act number of people affected 
is very poor, and patient follow 
up is not common. The innova-
tion will help lower-skilled care 
providers prescribe the correct 
medication the first time, rather 
than using a trial and error ap-
proach. This also combats the 
rise of antimicrobial resistance.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro helped the enterprise 

by providing a funding of INR 

2,000,000 and mentorship for 

product strategy for Portable Flu-

orescence Reader as a platform 

technology. To finalize customer 

product requirements and clinical 

validation strategy for the Skin-

scope, the first diagnostic panel 

was held.

Website:http://villgro.org/adiuvo-

diagnostics/

Entrepreneur : Vinayak Nandalike

ADIVUO
DIAGNOSTICS
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INNOVATION
AI-enabled software platform 

that enables hospitals and 

diagnostic centers to gain 

remote access to a panel of 

qualified radiologists.

SOCIAL IMPACT
There is a shortage of qualified 

radiologists in India. Most of 

them are concentrated near 

urban areas. Patients from 

non-Tier-II cities often need 

to wait for significant periods 

of time for X-rays/ CT-scans 

and other radio diagnosis 

reports or need to travel to 

the nearest metro city for the 

same. 5C’s platform eliminates 

this problem, by giving cloud-

based access to a panel of 

qualified radiologists. Smaller 

diagnostic centers and 

hospitals no longer need to 

have a radiologist on-call to 

sign off on reports, and the 

solution significantly reduces 

both costs to the patient 

and time taken for a radio 

diagnostic report

VILLGRO IMPACT

5C became an iPitch investee, 

announced at Health | Uncon-

vention in Mumbai. Villgro has 

provided them an INR 25 Lac 

funding and mentoring and 

other incubation support has 

just begun.

Website: http://5cnetwork.com/

Entrepreneur : Kalyan Siva
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INNOVATION
a) Keyar – Wearable device 

for Uterine Contraction 

Measurement

b) Daksh – Management system 

for labor wards

SOCIAL IMPACT
Quantify progression of labor 

by measuring duration and 

intensity of labor. This will help 

crowded labor wards manage 

resources better to provide the 

best care to mother.

VILLGRO IMPACT

Villgro’s senior advisor Ananth 

Aravamudan guided the team 

in product development. 

Villgro also convened a 

diagnostic panel involving Dr. 

Jiji Matthews, an ob-gyn at 

CMC Vellore, who gave very 

valuable user feedback that 

has been incorporated into the 

product development plan.

Website : http://janitri.in/

Entrepreneur: Arun Agarwal
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Website: http://www.flybirdinnovations.com/

Entrepreneur : Satish KS

INNOVATION

A low-cost irrigation controller 

that helps farmers irrigate their 

crops more accurately, increasing 

yields and quality. The controller 

offers a variety of options for 

control including time, volume 

and moisture sensors, at a much 

lower cost than competitive 

offerings, and can easily integrate 

into existing systems.

SOCIAL IMPACT

Irrigation controllers are typically 

unaffordable for small and 

marginal farmers, which means 

that they have to manually 

control water flow, often in the 

middle of the night when power 

is available, or employ a laborer 

to do so. Manual control often 

means that they do not water 

their crops with the correct 

amount of water, lowering yields 

and reducing their income. 

This device brings the ability to 

implement sophisticated water 

management practices to small 

and marginal farmers.

VILLGRO IMPACT

Villgro provided a funding of 

INR 1, 500,000. Villgro also 

brokered a partnership with 

Mahindra EPC (the 4th largest 

drip irrigation co. in India) for 

sales & distribution pan India.
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Website: http://kamalkisan.com/

Entrepreneur : Devi Murthy

INNOVATION

Kamal Kisan is developing a 

range of low-cost agricultural 

implements specifically for 

small and marginal farmers. 

The innovations bring the 

productivity advantages of 

mechanization to small and 

marginal farmers who were 

previously unable to afford it.

SOCIAL IMPACT

There is an increasing labor 

shortage in rural India due to 

urban migration, driving up labor 

prices and reducing the viability 

of small and marginal farmers. 

Mechanisation can reduce these 

farmers’ dependence on labor, 

but is typically unaffordable for 

most small farmers in India. Kamal 

Kisan’s mini rice mill, sugar cane 

planter and rice transplanter will 

make mechanization affordable 

and make these small farmers 

more profitable.

VILLGRO IMPACT

Villgro assisted Kamal Kisan in 

raising seed investments of Rs 30 

lakhs, introduced and inducted 

Gowtham Das, CEO of DripTech 

and formerly of John Deere as an 

independent director.
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Website: http://windmillhealth.weebly.com/

Entrepreneur :  Manohar Sambandam

INNOVATION
The GRoboMac machine is a 

multi-row cotton picker for 

picking bloomed cotton with 

intelligence vision technology 

and robotic arms. A machine 

is a compact machine with 

a walk behind single person 

operated a machine. It can 

pick cotton both in the 

daylight and in the night with 

artificial illumination. It is 

designed to run for 10 hours 

and usable for small and large 

farmers. It has a capacity of 

500kgs/day at 10 hours a day 

which is equivalent to picking 

by 10 human workers. It has 

a multi-arm picker with the 

single picking unit (Robotic 

arm) capacity to pick 20 

cotton bolls per minute. It is 

designed for a picking cotton 

in a multi-bloom cotton 

breed as against the single 

-bloom breeds where most 

other mechanical harvesters 

work. It uses computer vision 

capabilities to detect and 

track cotton in all types of 

lighting conditions. A custom-

designed robotic arm to pick 

cotton by taking inputs from 

computer vision software, and 

a vacuum suction to pick and 

transport cotton from picking 

a unit to the storage area 

which is a part of the machine 

itself. The vehicle is a four-

wheel drive system for better 

maneuverability; propulsion is 

by electric motors for every 

wheel which can be controlled 

and maneuvered individually.

SOCIAL IMPACT

Availability of farm labor has 

gone down drastically over 

the past few years. Low labor 

availability during harvesting 

acts as a deterrent for the 

farmers to plant more cotton 

despite cotton being a highly 

profitable cash crop. For 

example, a farmer who has 3-4 

acres of land will plant only 1 

acre of cotton. This challenge 

will be addressed by the 

availability of a mechanized 

cotton harvester. Also, farmers 

will save on the cost of labor 

incurred during harvest.

VILLGRO IMPACT

Villgro helped the enterprise by 

providing a seed funding of INR 

1,650,000 and assigning Villgro’s 

CTO Arun Venkatesan as their 

mentor. Villgro also worked 

closely with the entrepreneur 

in identifying funding sources 

to accelerate the product 

development cycle. Villgro 

also brought in experts from 

Central Institute for Cotton 

Research (CICR) and EM3, 

Agriculture rental Machinery 

Company and conducted the 

1st diagnostic panel.
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INNOVATION
Artoo has developed an An-

droid and Cloud-based platform 

that allows financial institutions 

to take all field processes online 

and track their business with 

real-time input. They provide 3 

offerings: LOS (Loan Origination 

System), Jugnoo - Underdevel-

opment (Digital Credit), Cluster 

Finance - Underdevelopment 

(making new borrower custom-

ers viable).

SOCIAL IMPACT
Globally, 2.5 billion people do 

not have an account at a formal 

financial institution. Organizations 

that serve this population typically 

operate through a field agent 

model that provides financial 

services at the customer’s 

doorstep. A big disadvantage 

though is that information is 

either lost or lethargically moving 

between the field and office.

VILLGRO IMPACT
Villgro assisted Artoo in conducting 

customer surveys with current and 

past customers to understand 

product offering, satisfaction 

rates, account management, data 

integrity, etc.
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No. Incubatee Mentor

01 Ignus Ananth Aravamudan 

• Overall business planning

• Introductions for CSR funding

• Creation of a government-school project for

high-achieving government students

02 Adhyayan Anuja Master Bose 

• Creation of structured processes on sale, strategy 

and product Iterations

03 Flybird Innovations Srinivas Ramanujam 

• Sales strategy

• Supported in B2B sales

04 Kamal Kisan Goutam Das 

• Advisor

• Market access advice

05 GRoboMac Arun Venkatesan

• Product development

06 OmiX Research and
Diagnostics
Laboratories

Dr. Vishakha Mangale 

• Advised product development and operations 

• Transitioned to a full-time COO role with OmiX

07 Aindra Systems Aditya Ajmera

• Go-to-market strategy for the Autostainer

08 Bempu Health Aditya Ajmera 

• Sales and distribution strategies for Bempu’s 

hypothermia bracelet

• Key business introductions

KL Mukesh 

• Recruitment

• Refinement of business models for both current and 

pipeline products

• Finance and general business strategy 

Mukul Bagga 

• Setting up of a three-year forward-looking plan

• Market strategies

09 Janitri Innovations Ananth Aravamudan 

• Product development



48

Early-stage enterprises often 

struggle to find critical talent in 

the core and support functions. 

Product designers, legal experts, 

clinicians, etc. avoid working with 

early-stage start-ups because of 

the perceived risk and because 

of more lucrative opportunities. 

The TAP (Technical Assistance 

Pool) program aims to address 

this problem by identifying 

and providing a pool of reliable 

service providers in these critical 

About TAP

functions and making them easily 

accessible and economical for 

Villgro incubatees. The aim of 

TAP is to help the incubatees 

grow sustainably, by accelerating 

the implementation of critical 

processes that are distinct 

from the core activities of 

the enterprise. These include 

financial compliance, legal 

compliance, employee manuals, 

organizational culture, and 

usage of design and prototyping 

No. Incubatee Mentor

10 Spothealth Dr. Sridhar Ramanathan 

• Product development

Dr. Vishakha Mangale 

• Basic requirements for ISO certifications

11 Adiuvo Diagnositcs CV Murali 

• Commercial pilots by setting ISO-ready processes and 

pilot production of initial units

• Financial planning

• Talent acquisition 

12 Yostra Labs Mukul Bagga 

• Mark ntation

• Go-to-market strategy

• Potential synergies and partnerships with pharma 

companies

services for products among 

others. In 2017-18, much more 

flexibility was enabled within 

the programme. To track the 

usage of the TAP programme, 

a plan for each of the incubates 

was created at the beginning 

of the year by identifying gaps 

that need to be filled. A plan 

was then drawn out to ensure 

incubatee success.
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Services TAP Service
Providers

Description

Communications The Minimalist

The Logical Indian

Design and Digital Consultancy, The Minimalist, 
believes in the captivating power of design 
and its ability to simplify communications, 
improve experiences, and inspire phenomenal 
conversations. They have worked with over 
150 clients in the last 2 years that include 
multinational giants and Fortune 500 companies 
like Coca Cola, Bloomberg, BNP Paribas, Marico, 
Godrej, Abbott and more.

A public-spirited digital medium which 
believes that meaningful information can 
empower people and make better lives.

Web / App Design

& Development

Claritaz
TechLabs

Claritaz TechLabs was formed by a group of 
technology specialists and serial entrepreneurs. 
Being a spin-off of the successful Quad ruple 
Business Solutions, it is poised to handhold 
a startup while it takes its first steps and 
continue to hold on until it makes significant 
progress along the way.

Recruitment Arthan Careers Arthan, as an organization, believes that it 
can create lasting and systemic change that 
will empower future generations by tapping 
the youth.

Total, 23 Service providers are empanelled under the TAP programme. 

Four new service providers were added during this period. They are:
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The INVENT (Innovative 

Ventures and Technologies for 

Development) program is an 

initiative of the Technology 

Development Board (TDB), 

Government of India, in 

partnership with the Department 

for International Development 

(DFID), UK. It aims to encourage 

social entrepreneurship in the 

Low-Income States (LIS) of India, 

namely Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 

Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 

Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh 

and West Bengal. Under this 

program, social enterprises from 

the LIS can look forward to seed 

funding of up to INR 50 lakh and 

dedicated mentorship. 

As the implementing agency 

About Invent
for the program, Villgro’s role is to 

mentor the four INVENT incubators, 

namely IIM Calcutta Innovation Park 

(IIMCIP), KIIT Technology Business 

Incubator at Bhubaneswar (KIIT 

TBI), SIDBI Innovation & Incubation 

Centre at IIT Kanpur (SIIC IITK) and 

Startup Oasis, Jaipur. The target 

of the program is to generate at 

least 50 ‘investment-ready’ social 

enterprises in the LIS, by the end of 

2018-19. The focus sectors are agri-

business, healthcare, education, 

energy, and livelihood.

VILLGRO’S ROLE:

• Incubator selection - Through a 

transparent and rigorous selection 

process, Villgro identified the four 

incubators from a total of seven 

applications. A kick-off meeting 

was then held between the 

incubators, Villgro, DFID and TDB 

representatives in June 2016.

• Project Management Office - 

Villgro set up a central project 

management office, based out of 

Delhi, to oversee the program.

• Guidance on setting up of MIS 

systems, investment committee, 

pipeline building, entrepreneur 

assessment, and detailed due 

diligence

Handholding each of the 

incubators by playing a role in their 

Investment committee, monthly 

and quarterly portfolio reviews, 

assisting in helping the incubated 

companies execute diagnostic 

panels, raise follow-on capital etc.



No.
Name of the
Enterprises

Incubator Sector
Amount

committed
(INR)

Brief about
the enterprises

01 ONganic Food IIMCIP Agri-

Business

25,00,000 ONganics is an Organic 

Agri social enterprise that 

connects small organic 

farmers with markets by 

helping them in organic 

farming - growing indige-

nous varieties of agri pro-

duce, which isprocessed, 

packaged and marketed by 

ONganic through whole-

sale, retail and institutional 

channels

02 5C Network

Pvt. Ltd.

IIMCIP Healthcare 25,00,000 5c  is an online source of 

qualified radiologists for 

hospitals and diagnostic

centres. It is a platform 

that helps hospitals and 

diagnostic centres getscans 

of their patients reports fast 

and economically so that a 

patient’s line of treatment 

can be formulated sooner.

03 Sambhala

Food Products

Pvt. Ltd.

(Momos on

Wheels)

IIMCIP Livelihood 25,00,000 Sambhala Food Products 

Pvt Ltd is an organised 

street food vending enter-

prise which is providing 

livelihood opportunities to 

micro scale entrepreneurs 

and unskilled labourers

04 Talento

Consulting

IIMCIP Education 25,00,000 Talento creates content 

exclusively for skill

development. The content 

focuses on self-employ-

ment across sectors like 

apparel, handicrafts, food 

processing, rubber plan-

tation etc., and the major 

users are rural BPL. The 

self-learning methodol-

ogy makes it innovative 

and by using ThinkSlate & 

GuruSkool (Android Apps) 

they have

51
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No.
Name of the
Enterprises

Incubator Sector
Amount

committed
(INR)

Brief about
the enterprises

been able reach several 

thousand trainees

05 Arogya

Medtech Pvt.

Ltd.

IIMCIP Healthcare 25,00,000 Arogya has a portable, low-

cost a CEREBROS(TM) 

Multi Modal Brain Scanning 

device that has a highly 

miniaturized head-gear 

and PCB with power-

efficient, embedded system; 

records simultaneous 

electroencephalography 

(EEG) and near-infrared 

spectroscopy (NIRS)

sensors signal; combines 

them to create a proprietary 

multivariate model with 

increased specificity and 

sensitivity for early diagnosis 

of Brain Injury and Trauma

06 Green

Agrivolution

Pvt. Ltd.

(DeHaat)

IIMCIP Agri-

Business

50,00,000 DeHaat is an ICT based 

platform & farmers 

marketplace which brings 

all agri offerings for small 

farmers under one roof. It 

connects small farmers to 

their various needs: seeds, 

fertilizers, equipment, crop 

advisory & market

07 Prosperita Medi 

360 Pvt. Ltd.

IIMCIP Healthcare 30,00,000 Prosperita’s Medi360 

solution aims to provide

quality healthcare services 

to low income population 

in areas where there is 

paucity of doctors.

08 Talento

Consulting

IIMCIP Agri-

Business

20,00,000 It is a bio-active organic 

nutrient consisting of 

Nitrogen, Phosphorus,

Carbon, Potassium, 

Magnesium, Sulphur, Iron, 

Zinc, Manganese, Calcium, 

Cobalt and Boron; fortified
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No.
Name of the
Enterprises

Incubator Sector
Amount

committed
(INR)

Brief about
the enterprises

with humic substance in 

consortium of beneficial 

microbes (probiotics)

09 Prosoc

Innovations

Pvt. Ltd.

IIMCIP Education 20,00,000 Prosoc has a product called 

Deskit which is a school bag 

that can convert into a desk. 

This is especially helpful for

underprivileged kids who do 

not have access to a single 

desk at school and home 

and they study sitting on the 

floor. It has been designed 

and developed by Deskit 

prevents health problems 

thatmay arise due to bad 

body posture.

10 Promorph

Solution

Pvt. Ltd.

SIIC-IITK Education 25,00,000 Promorph has developed 

a quality education & 

monitoring solution for 

schools. It is a holistic 

assessment system 

comprising of integrated

mobile and analytical web 

application. Monitoring 

at school level is done 

using mobile application 

which can work offline as 

well to be effective The 

enterprise has successfully 

implemented the system 

in 3400 schools in Giridih 

District of Jharkhand State.

11 Decentrik

Technologies

Pvt. Ltd.

SIIC-IITK Others 50,00,000 Decentrik has a product that 

dispenses clean drinking 

water from a mobile water 

ATM. It is presently operating 

in Lucknow and Varanasi

12 Agpulse

Pvt. Ltd.

SIIC-IITK Agri-

Business

25,00,000 Agpulse promotes organic 

controlling of pest/

diseases. The products are 

offered to various dealers/

distributors, contract 

farmers, agribusinesses, 
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No.
Name of the
Enterprises

Incubator Sector
Amount

committed
(INR)

Brief about
the enterprises

government and to the 

companies who want to 

launch their own organic 

solution for farming

13 Socent Venture 

Pvt. Ltd.

SIIC-IITK Livelihood 20,00,000 Socent’s ‘Saudagar’ 

proposes to generate 

livelihoods for the rural 

People with Disabilities 

(PWD) by transforming 

them into entrepreneurs. 

Saudagar works as a 

franchisee based retail 

shop owned by PWDs in 

Uttar Pradesh’s villages 

where the population is 

more than 2000.

14 Healted

Technologies

Pvt. Ltd

SIIC-IITK Healthcare 20,00,000 Healing Accelerated 

(Healted) offers a platform 

for patients in Tier 2 and Tier 

3 cities to get text/audio/

video consultation from 

super specialty doctors. 

Patients or their general 

practitioners can select 

the super specialty doctor 

and get in touch with him/

her through Healted after 

paying a fee

15 SattvaQwath

Technologies

Pvt. Ltd.

(EezyNaukari)

SIIC-IITK Livelihood 25,00,000 Eezy Naukri provides a 

technology enabled platform 

to link rural job seekers with 

different job opportunities. 

It integrates skill assessment 

results with verified personal 

data of job seekers to solve the 

broken blue and grey collar 

different rural entrepreneurs, 

NGOs, training institutes and 

private schools.

16 Tatolo Stores

Pvt. Ltd.

SIIC-IITK Livelihood 20,00,000 Tatolo Stores Pvt 

Ltd operates a rural 

e-commerce marketplace 

platform www.tatoloonline.

com. Their
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No.
Name of the
Enterprises

Incubator Sector
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committed
(INR)

Brief about
the enterprises

business is built around the 

omnichannel distribution led 

model that was started in 

July 2016 and currently has 

more than 100 franchisesww

17 Tankbrothers

Ventures Pvt. Ltd. 

(KadakNaath)

SIIC-IITK Agri-

Business

25,00,000 Tankbrothers provides the 

exotic organic black chicken

‘Kadaknath’, which is a 

pure breed and is very 

high on protein while being 

low on cholesterol and 

fat content. Tankbrothers 

supply Kadaknath chicken to 

customers across the country

18 Oxen Farm

Solutions

Pvt. Ltd.

SIIC-IITK Agri-

Business

25,00,000 Oxen Farm Solutions aims 

to ride the next wave of farm 

mechanization by providing 

pay & use, affordable and 

tech enabled agricultural 

services to small and mid-

sized farmers

19 IMINBIT Tech

India Pvt. Ltd.

(Aquvio)

SIIC-IITK Water 20,00,000 IMINBIT India Pvt Ltd is a 

low cost and energy saving 

reverse osmosis based 

water purifier which also 

minimises the waste-water 

that is generated

20 AgroNxt Pvt.

Ltd..

SIIC-IITK Agri-

Business

25,00,000 AgroNxt provides farmers 

with accurate and scientific 

diagnosis, helps farmers 

choose the best among 

the available products and 

finally ensures availability. 

Farmers utilize AgroNxt

tools such as the problem 

solver and seed selector 

to identity farm problems 

and find the right products

21 Deoria Design SIIC-IITK Livelihood 15,00,000 Deoria Design deals in 

handmade fashionable 

craft jewellery engaging a 

group of ten 
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Brief about
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underprivileged women. A 

woman can earn up to INR 

4,000 to 5,000 each month 

through this service

22 TJB Infolabs

Pvt. Ltd

(KrishiHub)

SIIC-IITK Agri-

Business

30,00,000 KrishiHub is building an 

agricultural ecosystem 

to solve one of the most 

complex problems of 

India using technology, 

design and data science. 

They have built a 

demand-driven B2B 

platform through which 

farmers are able to sell 

their vegetables directly 

to different businesses 

like restaurants, hotels, 

cafeterias, institutes etc. 

Their intelligent supply 

chain reduces vegetable 

wastage by up to 25%

23 Naturealms

Pvt. Ltd.

SIIC-IITK Livelihood 10,00,000 NaturAlms Innovations Pvt. 

Ltd. has developed a SCUD 

(Solar Cow Urine Distiller) 

which has the capacity to 

distil raw cow urine into 

pure distillate which can 

further be processed to 

make marketable products 

such as phenyls, soaps, 

mosquito repellents and 

organic insect controllers

24 Srimiri Good

Sight Pvt. Ltd.

(Social

Healthcare)

SIIC-IITK Healthcare 10,00,000 Srimiri Good Singh Pvt Ltd 

has set up remote eye care 

centers in partnership with 

tertiary eye care provider 

that could serve the 

population in rural parts 

in the classic hub i.e., in a 

region of 100 km radius in 

a classic hub and spoke 

model
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25 Tattva Hical

and

Compounds

Pvt. ltd.

SIIC-IITK Agri-

Business

15,00,000 Tattva Hical manufactures 

units in the premises of 

an existing plant which 

produces grounded calcium 

carbonate. The technology 

is developed by Tattva 

Hical and Compounds Pvt 

ltd indigenously with some 

inputs from the Technical 

partners, Calcifert in the UK

26 Lorven

Biologics Pvt. Ltd.

KIIT-TBI Agri-

Business

40,00,000 Lorven Biologics delivers 

low volume and high-

value cereal crops for 

sustainable agriculture and 

health management. It has 

developed a  technology to 

cultivate high Iron & Zinc 

rice – fulfilling the needs 

of micronutrient deficiency 

and increasing the yield 

at the farm level through 

moderate resistance to

27 BubbleNut

Wash

KIIT-TBI Agri-

Business

20,00,000 BubbleNut Wash is a brand 

of eco-friendly cleaning 

products, mainly laundry 

detergent and dish wash 

liquid made from wild soap-

nuts. The plucking and 

collection of nuts is done 

by tribal communities as 

on demand, thus providing 

a livelihood opportunity 

to them. These chemical-

free detergents are fast 

developing as they are 

for the environment 

and health-conscious 

population. These products 

also help in replacing toxic 

chemicals that are present 

in conventional detergents, 

which enter our water 

bodies through public 

sewer systems
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28 Tatvagyan

ThinkZone

Pvt. Ltd.

KIIT-TBI Livelihood 10,00,000 ThinkZone provides 

standardized affordable 

education to children from 

low-income communities by 

empowering local women 

to operate self-sustaining 

learning centers through a 

technology-enabled school-

in-a-box approach. They 

implement a comprehensive, 

scale-driven and technology-

based lean model that helps 

them to keep it low cost 

so that women can deliver 

quality education programs 

at $2.50 a month. Women 
entrepreneurs are provided 
with a tablet pre-loaded with 
lessons and activity-based 
content to deliver programs

29 Rusicaa

Entertainment

& Fashion Pvt. Ltd.

KIIT-TBI Livelihood 20,00,000 Rusicaa Entertainment 

& Fashion focuses on 

bringing the tribal art 

of Jharkhand to the 

forefront in the form of 

an online platform as 

well as retail stores

30 ZooFresh Food

Pvt. Ltd.

KIIT-TBI Agri-

business

30,00,000 ZooFresh Foods is creating 

a hygienic meat brand 

(chicken, fish, seafood, 

etc.) in Eastern India

31 C & G

Agroventures

Pvt. Ltd.

KIIT-TBI Agri-

Business

30,00,000 C&G is targeting the 

unorganized sector of the 

food processing industry 

in Odisha and aims to 

facilitate delivery of natural 

and fresh vegetable 

produce from farms 

directly to the consumers

32 Orbonix Labs

Pvt. Ltd.

KIIT-TBI Healthcare 20,00,000 Orbonix Labs is an online 

platform to facilitate 

urban based speciality 

diagnostic labs with 

modern equipments to 

serve remote locations
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through an Orbonix trained 

sample collection agent 

and trackable hardware to 

carry the sample to the lab

33 Rimagined

Pvt. Ltd.

KIIT-TBI Livelihood 25,00,000 Rimagined focuses on 
upcycling waste from the
general waste. The social 
impact is generating 
sustainable employment to
women and SHGs by 
providing design Support to 
make scrap products into
lifestyle products

34 Weekend

Work Pvt. Ltd

KIIT-TBI Livelihood 25,00,000 Junkart is an on-demand 

scrap collection service 

which connects all the 

stakeholders in scrap 

recycling supply chain. 

When a seller raises a new 

scrap pickup request, it 

is forwarded to nearby 

vendors on their Junkart 

app, who can then accept 

it and visit the seller’s place 

at the scheduled time

35 Forestica

Booty Pvt. Ltd.

KIIT-TBI Livelihood 30,00,000 Forestica provides a system 

by which natural bristles can 

be exposed in herb twigs 

for usage as oral hygiene/

care aid without disturbing 

its natural content

36. Mother

Diagnostic

Systems Pvt. Ltd.

KIIT-TBI Healthcare 30,00,000 Mother Diagnostic 

provides a low cost 

digital X-Ray with greater 

image resolution and 

safer as compared to a 

conventional digital X-Ray

37 Kalinga Renewable

Energy Manufacturers

Pvt. Ltd.(KARMA)

KIIT-TBI Energy 25,00,000 Kalinga’s product is a solar 
aerator which is used 
by farmers involved in 
commercial prawn and 
shrimp culture. These 
aerators are used to 
increase the percentage of 
oxygen 
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content in water which is 
essential for the sustenance 
of prawn and shrimp. 
The existing aerators run 
on diesel having a high 
working capital (approx Rs. 
250/day).

38 Medtel

Healthcare

Pvt. Ltd.

KIIT-TBI Healthcare 25,00,000 Medtel is the aggregator of 

digitalhealth clinics in low 

resource settings enabling

horizontal integration of 

pharmacy, path labs, and 

digital entrepreneurs. 

Through its model of 

telehealth pods equipped 

with diagnostic kits and

powered by Medtel web, it 

intends to provide medical

consultations and follow-

up treatments at affordable 

costs and timelydeliverables

39 Lal10 KIIT-TBI Livelihood 40,00,000 Lal10 has enabled 

technology to source 

products from 9054 grass

root artisans in 22 Indian 

states hence bridging 

the traditional gaps in 

operations and marketing 

by optimising the supply 

of handicraft/ handloom 

products from 198 craft

clusters in Indiat

40 Krimanshi

Technologies

Pvt. Ltd.

(Cattle Mettle)

Startup 

Oasis

Agri-

Business

10,00,000 Krimanshi has developed a 

low cost and high protein 

cattle feed named  Cattle 

Mettle  by using local 

resources and Algae
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41 Khadigi Pvt. Ltd Startup 

Oasis

Livelihood 36,90,000 KhaDigi provides Khadi
spinning and weaving jobs to 
rural women

42 Merapaper

Pvt. Ltd

Startup

Oasis

Livelihood 27,00,000 Merapaper aims to 

become the one stop 

solution to address the 

billing and collection 

problem for the small 

vendors across various 

sectors like newspaper, 

milk, tiffin, cable etc. 

Instead of the present 

‘parchi bills’ and ‘door-to-

door collection’ system, 

Merapaper provides the 

distributors with an app-

based solution, which 

considerably reduces 

their workload

43 Kaushal Bhav

Skill Solutions

Pvt. Ltd.

Startup

Oasis

Livelihood 47,40,000 KBSS address the loss of

intangible knowledge of 

traditional building prac-

tices by formalising the 

skills through training 

& certification on junior 

heritage mistri and heri-

tage mistri. It is stimulat-

ing customer awareness 

and demand on holistic 

habitat development 

addressing housing, in-

tegrated livelihoods and 

financial inclusion for 

poor consumers to im-

prove their lives with its 

skill development and in-

frastructural support
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44 Multibashi

Pvt. Ltd.

Startup

Oasis

Education 25,00,000 Multibhashi is an English 

language e-learning 

platform which focuses 

on learning outcomes of 

a user while keeping the 

learning process fun and 

intuitive. The languages 

offered currently are 

Hindi, Bangla, English, 

Tamil, and Kannada. It 

also has a B2B channel 

where they develop job 

specific content for the 

companies employing 

blue-collared workforce

45 Carmel

Organics

Startup

Oasis

Agri-

Business

10,00,000 Carmel Organics enables

small and marginal farmers 

to organically grow 

medicinal herbs, herbal 

tea and spices which are 

bought back and are 

exported and supplied to 

large customers

46 Contree Startup

Oasis

Livelihood 17,00,000 Contree addresses the 
gap of local contribution 
activity availability 
through their hyperlocal 
volunteering crowd 
sourcing platform which 
enables common people 
to discover relevant NGOs 
and contribution activities. 
This in turn will help NGOs 
in finding willing volunteers

47 Urdhavam Startup

Oasis

Agri-

Business

25,00,000 Urdhvam creates ground

water management 

solutions - this involves 

rainwater harvesting 

and recharge leading to 

improvement in quantum 

of water available in ground 

water wells. The company’s 

product ground water yield 

enhancer and mobile based 

decision support system 

aims to solve the water
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depletion problem in rural 

and urban areas

48 Medcords Pvt. Ltd. Startup

Oasis

Healthcare 25,00,000 Med Cords is a Tech 
platform which helps 
patients to engage with 
doctors remotely via offline 
& online mode, hence 
reducing their cost and 
time involved in travelling 
for consultation especially 
in rural India

49 Free Sprits

Green Lab Pvt.

Ltd. (TrackSo)

Startup

Oasis

Energy 20,00,000 Trackso is a cloud based 

IoT platform that allows 

users to operate and

maintain the system 

efficiently by providing 

real time data 

monitoring, accurate 

prediction through 

data analysis and basic 

troubleshooting of the 

system related issues, 

which none of the 

existing systems provide

50 Medieng

Education

Services

Startup

Oasis

Education 20,00,000 MediEngg uses the tech 
platform to facilitate bet-
ter education manage-
ment and performance 
management by schools 
and coaching centres

51 Nysa

Healthcare

Pvt. Ltd.

Startup

Oasis

Healthcare 18,00,000 Nysa Healthcare is a 

scientific cloud based 

platform connecting care 

providers with pregnant 

women to optimize health 

outcomes and increase 

efficiency. Its OCR based 

Antenatal card creates 

individual profiles of 

patients and analyses the

pregnancy risk condition 

which is accessible to 

doctors providing timely 

alerts and interventions
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Donors

Michael and Susan Dell 

Foundation 

Website: https://www.msdf.org 

The Michael & Susan Dell 

Foundation is dedicated to 

improving the lives of children 

living in urban poverty and improve 

the future for every generation 

around the world. The foundation 

funds programs that foster high-

quality public education and 

childhood health, and improve 

the economic stability of families 

living in poverty.

Biotechnology Industry Research 

Assistance Council (BIRAC)

Website: http://www.birac.nic.in

Biotechnology Industry Research 

Assistance Council (BIRAC) is set up 

by the Department of Biotechnology 

(DBT), Government of India, as an 

Interface Agency to strengthen and 

empower the emerging biotech 

enterprises to undertake strategic 

research and innovation, addressing 

nationally relevant product 

development needs.

Star Chemicals

Website: http://www.starchemicals.

in/home.htm

Star Chemicals’ main activity 

is to source several products 

required by respective customers 

& Industry. Star Chemicals acts as 

an extended arm of various Indian 

and overseas manufacturers 

in successfully marketing their 

products in India and overseas.

Omidyar Network

Website: https://www.omidyar.com

Omidyar Network invests in 

entrepreneurs who are committed 

to advancing social good at the 

pace and scale the world needs 

today. It is focused on five key 

areas: Education, Emerging Tech, 

Financial Inclusion, Governance 

& Citizen Engagement, and 

Property Rights.

Aspen Network of Development 

Entrepreneurs (ANDE)

Website: http://www.andeglobal.org

The Aspen Network of Development 

Entrepreneurs (ANDE) is a 

global membership network 

of organizations that propel 

entrepreneurship in emerging 

markets. ANDE members provide 

critical financial, educational, and 

business support services to small 

and growing business (SGBs) based 

on the conviction that SGBs based 

on the conviction that SGBs will 

create jobs, stimulate long-term 

economic growth, and produce 

environmental benefits.

The Lemelson Foundation

Website: https://www.lemelson.org 

The Lemelson Foundation uses 

the power of invention to improve 

lives, by inspiring and enabling the 

next generation of inventors and 

invention-based enterprises to 

promote economic growth in the US, 

and social and economic progress 

for the poor in developing countries.
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Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

Internationale Zusammenarbeit 

(GIZ)

Website:https://www.giz.de/en/

html/index.html

Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

GmbH is an enterprise owned by the 

German Government. GIZ implements 

sustainable development through 

international cooperation, on 

behalf of Germany and other 

partners. With a global footprint in 

over 130 countries, GIZ leverages 

its regional and technical expertise 

for local innovation.

Mercedes-Benz Research & 

Development India CSR

Website: http://mbrdi.co.in/csr/

Mercedes-Benz R&D India (MBRDI), 

headquartered in Bengaluru was 

founded in 1996 as a 100% captive 

unit to support Daimler’s research, 

IT and product development. 

The establishment of MBRDI, the 

largest global R&D center outside 

of Germany is in line with the 

Daimler group’s ambition to attract 

the world’s best engineering talent 

and form a global footprint for its 

R&D and IT competencies. The 

MBRDI CSR has been designed to 

maximize positive impact on society 

while encouraging employee 

participation.

Boston Consulting Group CSR

Website:https://www.bcg.com/

en-in/industries/social-impact/

partnerships.aspx

Boston Consulting Group is a 

global management consulting 

firm with over 80 offices across 

the world. The CSR focus areas 

underlined in its CSR policy 

include Education, Healthcare, 

Hunger & Food Security, Nutrition, 

and Livelihoods.

Porticus Asia Ltd.

Website: www.porticus.com 

Porticus is the international 

organisation that manages 

and develops the philanthropic 

programmes of charitable entities 

established by Brenninkmeijer 

family entrepreneurs. It partners 

with grassroots networks across 

the globe within its strategic 

themes of education, society, faith, 

care, economic development and 

climate change to contribute to 

systemic social change.

Technology Development Board 

(TDB)

Website: http://www.tdb.gov.in

Indian government constituted the 

Technology Development Board 

(TDB) in September 1996, under 

the Technology Development 

Board Act, 1995, as a statutory 

body, to promote development and 

commercialization of indigenous 

technology and adaptation of 

imported technology for the 

wider application.

Mahindra Finance

Website: https://www.

mahindrafinance.com

Mahindra & Mahindra Financial 

Services Limited (MMFSL) is a 

leading Non-Banking Financial 

Company (NBFC) catering to 

the financing needs of the large 

population residing in rural and 

semi-urban areas of India. By 

closely aligning itself to the needs 

and expectations of rural and 

semi-urban customers, MMFSL 

has captured a large segment of 

this market through a nationwide 

distribution network. It provides 

a range of retail products and 

services, such as financing 

utility vehicles for personal and 

commercial use, tractors, and cars, 

among others.
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HDFC CSR

Website: https://www.hdfcbank.

com/csr/index.aspx

HDFC Bank believes that real 

development happens when 

communities find sustainable 

means of livelihood. The CSR 

initiative- HDFC Bank Parivartan 

aims to reach out to such 

communities, instill confidence, 

empower them to be self-reliant 

and make them partners in the 

growth of nation.

GALI-Autodesk

Website:https://www.galidata.org/

about/

To address the gap of wise-scale 

social acceleration in India, Social 

Enterprise @ Goizueta at Emory 

University and ANDE launched 

the Global Accelerator Learning 

Initiative (GALI) in collaboration 

with a consortium of public and 

private funders.

Godrej Properties

Website: https://www.godrej.com

The Godrej Group enjoys the 

patronage of 1.1 billion consumers 

globally across consumer goods, 

real estate, appliances, agriculture 

and many other businesses. 

24% of its holding company is 

held in a trust that invests in 

the environment, health and 

education. It has also adopted a 

sustainability strategy of ‘shared 

value’ to create a more inclusive 

and greener India.

Mphasis

Website: https://www.mphasis.com

Mphasis enables chosen customers 

to meet the demands of an evolving 

marketplace. Recently named by 

American Banker and BAI as one 

of the top companies in FinTech 

and as the “Most Distinguished 

Digital Company in 2015” by The 

Economic Times, Mphasis fuels 

this by combining superior human 

capital with cutting edge solutions 

in hyper-specialized areas.

Bayer

Website:https://www.bayer.in/

index.php

Bayer is a global enterprise with 

core competencies in the Life 

Science fields of health care 

and agriculture. Its products 

and services are designed to 

benefit people and improve their 

quality of life. At the same time, 

the Group aims to create value 

through innovation, growth and 

high earning power.

Accenture CSR

Website: https://www.accenture.

com/in-en/company

Accenture is a leading global 

professional services company, 

providing a broad range of 

services and solutions in strategy, 

consulting, digital, technology and 

operations. Company’s CSR policy 

aims to leverage organization’s 

capabilities and expertise to drive 

impact oriented outcomes for 

communities in India in the areas of 

livelihood & skilling, environment 

stewardship and governance.
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THE NATIONAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

DEVELOPMENT BOARD (NSTEDB)

Website : http://www.nstedb.com/index.html 

The National Science & Technology Entrepreneurship Development 

Board (NSTEDB), established by Government of India in 1982 is 

an institutional mechanism, with a broad objective of promoting 

gainful self-employment amongst the Science and Technology 

(S&T) manpower in the country and to set up knowledge-based 

and innovation-driven enterprises.

THE NATIONAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
(NSTEDB)
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